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state are located here. Building permits in
one year rose to $16,000,000 in value. Over
$9,000,000 is invested in the public schools.
The city has erected modern buildings of
large dimensions and of the best materials.
The state capitol was completed in 1917 at
a cost of $4,500,000. Other important struc-
tures are the Federal building, the Carnegie
library, the state medical school, Oklahoma
City University, and a school for girls. The
state university and a state teachers college
are less than twenty miles distant. There
are eight hospitals and 1001 churches.
The city parks contain over 2,300 acres
and are connected by a boulevard system.
The state fair grounds occupy 160 acres.
Natural gas, available in almost unlimited
quantities, is largely used for heating pur-
poses. Ample water supply is furnished by
Lake Overholser, ten miles from the city, a
reservoir that cost $6,000,000. The city
manager form of government has been
adopted. The population increased 540 per
cent from 1900 to 1910; population, 1930,
185,389, an increase of 100 per cent in ten
years.
O'KRA, a vegetable extensively cultivated
in the southern part of the United States,
where it was introduced from the West In-
dies. The plant can be made to grow readily
in all subtropical climates. The mucilagi-
nous pods are served as a vegetable and are
used to thicken chicken soup, called chicken-
gumbo. In India the stalks are used for
making an inferior quality of rope.
OLD AGE PENSIONS, a regular allow-
ance paid to old persons to prevent them
from becoming a financial burden upon their
relatives or the state. In many cases em-
ployers retire aged persons on a pension;
teachers in half of the states are obligated
to become members of a pension system; the
government gives pensions to disabled sol-
diers and sailors and their widows. But
social legislation Includes a plan to give
pensions to other citizens when they reach
the age of 60 or 65 or 7(h More than 20
states in the Union have adopted some such
plan; in at least 17 states entrance into the
plan by citizens of the state is enforced.
Pensions are paid to citizens only; the period
of residence in the nation and state and the
period of prior citizenship vary widely, in
some eases being as high as 35 years. The
financial resources of the pensioners are also
weighed; Idaho specifies that the applicant's
 income must be not over $300 annually. The
amount of money available under the law
is very often one dollar per day. Usually
the county contributes all or a part of the
funds spent on old age pensions.
Movements to promote old age pensions
originate when there are large numbers of
persons dependent on private social agen-
cies for support. According to a report of
the Secretary of Labor the number of un-
employed in the United States has risen as
high as 16,000,000; laws for old age pensions
are more easily passed under such condi-
tions. Furthermore, the example of England,
the British dominions, Denmark, France,
Norway, Germany and a dozen other Euro-
pean states is also very influential on Amer-
ican leaders in social legislation. Cooperation
between state and national governments with
contribution of funds by both employers and
beneficiaries are effective measures for fi-
nancing social insurance.
The varied plans adopted in foreign coun-
tries are of considerable interest. In New
Zealand and Australia the beneficiaries do
not contribute to the pension fund; men are
pensionable at the age of 65 and women at
65 in Australia, and at 60 in New Zealand.
In Canada the Dominion government agreed
to pay one-half the cost of pensions in any
province which adopted an approved scheme;
tEe pensions are payable at the age of 70.
In England all men and women may draw
a pension at the age of 65 under certain re-
strictions which are no longer binding at the
age of 70 when payments are made without
regard to private income.
OLDENBURG, ole'denboork, formerly a
grand duchy of the German Empire, but
later a district in the German Republic, a
centralized state since February 1, 1934 The
principalities of Liibeck and Birkenfeld
were incorporated in Oldenburg with a total
of 2,482 square miles; of this area Olden-
burg constitutes seven-eighths. The country
is flat, the soil marshy with little of it under
cultivation and with large tracts of heath
and forest. The chief river is the Weser.
The principal crops are cereals, hay, pota-
toes, beans and rape. Manufactures include
tobacco, corks, knit goods, linoleum and
briefc The capital is the city of Oldenburg.
OLD IRONSIDES, See constitution,
the.
OLD POINT COMFORT, a favorite wa-
tering place of Virginia, situated at the mouth

